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Basketball player’s death draws questions
M ik e  J o n e s  1976 -  1995
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B y  R o b  S a lin a s /  S p o r ts  E d ito r
Two w eeks after 19 year 
old  Southw estern  hoopster 
M ike Jones collapsed w hile 
p laying a p ickup  basketball 
g am e in  O k lah o m a  C ity , 
questions about his death  still 
linger.
A t ap p ro x im a te ly  10:30 
p.m . on Tuesday, June 27, 
Jones w as p lay ing  a p ickup  
basketball game in O klahom a 
C h r is t ia n 's  g y m n a s iu m . 
Barely ten m inutes into the 
g am e , Jo n es  fe ll w h ile  
ru n n in g  b ack w ard s  d o w n
court.
The 6-3,192 p o u n d  w ould- 
b e  s o p h o m o re  g u a r d  
re p o r te d ly  t r ip p e d  w h ile  
defending  a play, strik ing  his 
head  on the floor. Jones then 
tried  to sit back up , tensed  
up, and  fell back onto  his side.
Jones then  beg an  going  
into ap p a ren t covulsions. H e 
was adm in istered  CPR from  
tw o of the coaches at the gym  
u n t i l  m e d ic a l  p e r s o n n e l  
arrived.
Jones w as ru s h e d  by 
am bulance to the E dm ond 
R eg io n a l M ed ica l C e n te r
w here  he  w as p ronounced  
d ead  at 11:30 p.m . The State 
M ed ica l E x am in e r 's  office 
a u to p s y  p e r fo rm e d  the  
following day determ ined that 
he d ied  of natural causes.
Connie Jones, Mike Jones's 
father, told The S o u t h w e s t e r n  
the previous reports about his 
so n 's  d e a th  w ere  " tu rn e d  
a ro u n d "  b u t  w o u ld  n o t 
elaborate further.
"The new spaper up  here 
had  things tu rned  around and 
its had m e so upset I h av en 't 
w a n te d  to  ta lk  a b o u t it,"
See Basketball, page 6
Oklahoma college students improving performance
Making the Grade...
Graphic by Joshua Williams
O k lah o m a co lleges an d  
university students are making 
better grades and fewer are 
dropping  out as a result of a 
policy that requires students 
to m aintain  a "C " average, 
according to a study presented 
recently to the Oklahom a State 
Regents for H igher Education.
The percentage of freshman 
students leaving O klahom a's 
p u b lic  co lleg es  an d  
universities d ropped  from  36 
percent to 24 percent in the fall 
of 1993, the study shows.
The study also shows that 
as a result of increased criteria, 
students are perform ing better 
overall. For example, in 1989- 
90 the percentage of students 
w ho w ould not have m et the 
curren t standards w as 17.9 
p e rc e n t. In  1994, th a t 
percentage d ropped  to 14.4 
percent.
"These findings indicate 
th a t e n h a n c e d  re te n tio n  
policies accomplishing their 
goal of increasing  s tu d en t 
success," said Chancellor Hans 
See Students, page 4
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View of the Staff
True hum anity surfaced in the w ake of the 
Oklahom a City bom bing in April.
People from around the country sent clothes, 
toys, m oney, and other necessities. Rescue 
workers toiled endless shifts to pu ll people  
from the rubble. Our cam pus even  jum ped  
into the m ovem ent by donating goods and 
cash.
But one o f the b iggest gifts the victim s  
received w as blood.
N o w  that the crisis is m edically over, our 
state's blood banks need to be replenished. 
A nd, once again, our cam pus can help.
It is very sim ple. On M onday, get up and eat 
a well-balanced breakfast. Go to the Student 
U n io n  B allroom . Take fiv e  m in u te s  for  
paperwork and tests, then ten m ore m inutes to 
give blood.
If our state ever experiences another tragedy, 
w hich w e  hope it does not, w e  w ill be prepared.
Fifteen m inutes. That's all it could take to 
save a life.
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Tidbits
By Leslie Taylor
Baa G aw d , I 'm  confused .
L a te ly , th ro u g h  v a r io u s  f r ie n d s  o f f r ie n d s , I h a v e  
b e e n  ex p o se d  to  d ia le c ts  n o t  n a t iv e  to  W e a th e rfo rd .
T ake C h a s ity , m y  fa ll  ro o m m a te , fo r  ex a m p le . She 
h a ils  fro m  a tin y  to w n , lo c a te d  p ra c t ic a l ly  o n  th e  b o rd e r  
o f O k la h o m a  a n d  A rk a n sa s , a p t ly  n a m e d  A rk o m a .
I e x p e c te d  h e r  to  s p e a k  d if fe re n tly  th a n  m y  lo ca l 
b u d d ie s ,  b u t  sh e  s t i ll  s u rp r is e d  m e  w h e n  a g e n u in e  
S o u th e rn  tw a n g  ro lle d  off h e r  to n g u e .
I v a c a tio n e d  in  W y o m in g  o n ce , a n d  th e  c it iz e n s  th e re  
to ld  m e I h a d  a h ic k  accen t. T oo  b a d  th e y  n e v e r  m e t h e r.
C h a s ity  s tre tc h e s  o u t e v e ry  w o rd  so  th e y  a p p e a r  to  
h a v e  m o re  sy llab les .
"W ell" tran sfo rm s to  "w ey * e ll,"  " s to re "  to  " s to » o re ,"  
an d  " th in k » in g "  to  " th a * in « k in ."
She h as  to  re p e a t h e rse lf to  p eo p le  a t lea s t tw ice  because  
th ey  h ea r h e r accent, n o t h e r  w o rd s.
The v o lu m e of C h as ity 's  voice also  d iffe rs  from  m y 
n o rm . She h o lle rs  te n  d e c ib e ls  lo u d e r  th a n  th e  to p  
v o lu m e  l i m i t  o n  m y  s t e r e o ,  e v e n  in  a n o r m a l  
co n v e rsa tio n .
A t f irs t  th e  lo u d n e s s  b o th e re d  m e , b u t  I g o t u s e d  to  it. 
I p ro te c te d  m y se lf  fro m  th e  p o ss ib lity  of n e e d in g  M irac le  
E ar b y  g ro w in g  an  in n e r  e a r  sea l.
Ju s t like  th e  la y e r  o f m u c u s  o n  a d o lp h in 's  ey e b a ll, 
th is  la y e r  of w ax  h e lp s  k ee p  m y  e a r  d ru m , as w e ll as  m y  
sa n ity , in tac t.
A s fo r o th e r  im p o r ta n t  u se s , th is  sea l c a n  d e f le c t a 
p a r e n t 's  n a g g in g  v o ice .
I h a v e  o n ly  o n e  c o m p la in t a b o u t  C h a s ity , th o u g h . 
M y m o m  to ld  m e ju s t  la s t  w e e k  th a t  I w a s  b e g in n in g  to  
sp e a k  th e  sam e h ic k ish  w ay .
C ay an  y u  b u h le v e  th a y a t?
Students interested in 
earning journalism or 
photography experience 
can drop by the Journalism 
Lab, Old Science 117, for 
information.
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Regents approve fee waiver 
for student Guard members
A general enro llm ent fee 
w aiver will be offered this fall 
to m em bers of the Oklahom a 
A rm y and Air N ational G uard 
as an incentive to strengthen 
the state's reserve forces.
The State Regents of Higher 
Education recently approved 
the program .
Eligible s tu d en ts  include 
those current G uard m em bers 
w ithout a bachelor's or m aster's 
d e g re e , a n d  h ig h  schoo l 
graduates w ho enlist in the 
force.
S tuden ts m u st a tten d  an 
Oklahom a college or university 
and w ork tow ard an associate 
or bachelor's degree. Students 
m ust also take a m inim um  of 
six credit hours in the fall and
sp rin g . S u m m er schoo l 
waivers require at least three 
hours.
The fee waiver does not 
include the cost of books, 
room /board  or other fees.
The program  is sponsored 
by the Regents, the Guard and 
state colleges and universities.
Regent Chancellor H ans 
Brisch calls the incentive a 
" d o u b le  in v e s tm e n t in 
O klahom a's future."
"It will provide the state 
with educated citizen-soldiers 
who are assets to both the 
state and to the military," he 
said.
In te re s ted  p erso n s can 
contact the local N ational 
Guard office at (405) 772-2793.
News In Brief
State
The M id-South Regionals for the U.S. Lawn M ower 
Racing Association's national cham pionship will be held 
in Stillwater on Saturday, July 15.
Participants m ust remove the blades from  the m ow ers 
and install an autom atic cutoff switch to race. They are 
also required to w ear a helm et, pants and long-sleeved 
shirts.
The racers are allowed to soup up  their machines.
Nation
A day  after the Federal Reserve cu t in terest rates to 
bolster the econom y, the governm ent Friday reported  
a surprising ly  strong  labor m arket in June in w hich the 
unem ploym ent ra te fell to 5.6 percent.
The d rop  in the jobless rate from  5.7 percent in M ay 
was accom panied by an unexpected ly  strong  rise of 
215,000 non-farm  jobs in June — the largest gain since 
February — after a d rop  of 46,000 jobs a m onth  before, 
the Labor D epartm ent said.
World
The C uban m ilitary has bu ilt h u n d red s  of m iles of 
secret tunnels and stocked them  w ith  nearly  half its 
supply  of tanks, anti-aircraft guns and  o ther w eapons 
to guard  against a U.S. invasion, repo rted  NBC N ews.
NBC's "N ightly  N ew s," w hose co rresponden t Ed 
Rabel visited and  film ed the u n d erg ro u n d  netw ork, 
said Cuba began bu ild ing  the tunnels after the form er 
Soviet U nion w arned  C uban  leader Fidel C astro  he was 
on his ow n in the event of an invasion.
It quoted  Gen. John Sheehan, com m ander of U.S. 
forces in the region, as estim ating that nearly  half of 
C uba's w eapons, including arm ed personnel carriers 
and anti-ship m ines, w ere now  stored in the tunnels.
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Campus telephone directories available this fall
By Leslie Taylor/News Editor
C am pus telephone direct­
o rie s , s p o n s o re d  b y  th e  
S tu d e n t S en a te , w ill be 
av a ila b le  to  s tu d e n ts  
approximately tw o weeks after 
the fall sem ester begins.
The listings will include the 
phone num bers and addresses 
of all students enrolled, as well 
as those of the  u n iv e rs ity  
faculty and  adm in istrato rs, 
said  Bryan Evans, S tu d en t 
Senate chairperson.
He also said that the Senate 
has not decided w hether to 
in c lu d e  th e  p e rm a n e n t  
addresses and phone num bers 
of students.
"This gives studen ts  the 
cap ab ility  to  co n tac t th e ir 
c la s sm a te s ,"  E v an s sa id . 
"Students can also use it as a 
reference guide."
As far as he knows, Evans
believes this is the first book of 
its kind on campus.
" If  e v e ry o n e  lik es  th e  
directory this year, then we 
hope to do  it every year," he 
said.
The cost of the books are 
free to the students and  the 
un iversity . The p u b lish in g  
com pany sells advertising to 
local businesses and m akes a 
profit, so they can offer them  
for nothing to the university.
"The ads should look just 
like the yellow pages," Evans 
said.
Four thousand copies of the 
directories w ill be p rin ted . 
E v ery  d o rm  s tu d e n t  w ill 
receive one in the mail, bu t 
students w ho live off-campus 
can drop by the Senate office 
to pick up  their copy.
The Senate has discussed 
the issue of students ' privacy. 
If a person does not w ish for
th e ir  a d d re s s  a n d  p h o n e  
num ber to be published, she 
or he  can ask that it be deleted 
from  the list.
Those w ishing to do  so can 
contact Evans before A ugust 1 
at the Senate office at (405) 
774-7036.
Blood drive set for Monday
Tlie Student Senate and the Oklahoma Blood Institute 
will host a blood drive Monday, July 17, from 9 a.m, to 3 
p.m. in the Student Union Ballroom.
All donors will receive a dry erase memo board and a 
$.99 cappuccino coupon from Java Rod's,
Contributors will also get a free mini-physical This 
includes checking blood pressure, tem perature,pulse rate, 
iron and cholesterol levels.
Also, the OBI will offer males a  prostate-spedfic antigen 
blood test for $15. This protein, found in healthy prostate 
cells, can help forewarn men of prostate cancer or other 
urinary tract diseases.
Employees of the Sylvan N, G oldm an Center of 
Oklahoma City will conduct the drive.
The last event of this kind occurred in April, just before 
the OKC bombing, when 90 people volunteered their 
blood.
For more information, people can contact Thomas 
Rossiter of the student organization at (405) 774-0624.
Students from page 1
Brisch.
From fall 1991 to fall 1993, 
the State Regents gradually  
increased standards to require 
all students at O klahom a's 25 
p u b lic  co lleg es  an d  
universities, except freshmen, 
to m aintain at least a 2.0, or 
"C " g ra d e  p o in t  av e ra g e  
(GPA).
Sophom ores, juniors and 
seniors w ho fall below a 2.0 
av e ra g e  a re  p lace d  on 
academ ic probation. They 
have one semester to raise their 
grades to m eet the standards.
Freshmen, students w ith 30 
or fewer credit hours, whose 
averages fall between 1.7 and 
2.0 are placed on academic 
notice, while freshm en whose 
averages are below 1.7 are 
su b jec t to  p ro b a tio n  o r
su s p e n s io n  p ro c e d u re s . 
Freshm en on probation also 
have one semester to raise their 
grades to the standard.
Students w ho fail to m eet 
the standards are suspended 
from the college or university. 
A ppeals p rocedures are in 
place for students w ho can 
p ro v e  th a t e x te n u a tin g  
circum stances affected their 
academic performance.
"T he u lt im a te  g o a l of 
increased retention standards 
is to provide students w ith 
in fo rm a tio n  a b o u t th e ir  
perform ance early  in  their 
academic careers so they can 
co rre c t d e f ic ien c ie s  an d  
prepare themselves for success 
in college and in their careers," 
S ta te  R eg en ts  C h a irm an  
Frederick W. M Cann said.
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Planning to continue for future Panorama events
B y  R o b y n  H o ffm a n /A & E  E d ito r
As b lues m usician  Lem uel 
S heppard  takes the stage at 
7:30 ton ight, he w ill close ou t 
th e  P a n o ra m a  S u m m e r 
Series, b u t the p lan n in g  for 
fu tu re P anoram a even ts w ill 
continue.
Panoram a, a program  that 
has becom e a m ainstay  on 
cam pus and  features well- 
k n o w n  s p e a k e r s  a n d  
en tertainers, w as developed  
to benefit the students.
The even ts are chosen by a 
c o m m itte e  c o m p r is e d  of 
faculty m em bers from  each 
of th e  fo u r  s c h o o ls  on  
cam pus, p lus a con tingen t of 
students.
A c c o rd in g  to  P a u le t te  
C haffin , v ice-p resid en t for 
s tu d e n t  s e rv ic e s ,  th e  
com m ittee m em bers d ivide 
in to  o n e  of th re e  
s u b c o m m itte e s :  c u l tu re ,  
e n te r ta in m e n t ,  o r is su es , 
d ep en d in g  on w here  their
in terests lie.
C u ltu ra l ev en ts  inc lude  
the M artha G raham  Dance 
Ensem ble featu red  last fall. 
E nterta inm ent encom passes 
a " w id e  v a r ie ty  of 
categories," including  acts 
like fiddle p layer Jana Jae, 
s c h e d u le d  fo r th e  fa ll 
sem ester. Issues are usually  
s p e a k e r s ,  s u c h  a s  th e  
Jacques C o u steau  Society, 
w h o  s p e a k  a b o u t  a 
p a r tic lu a r topic.
T he co m m ittee  tries  to 
book one or tw o acts in each 
category.
"Because our com m ittee is 
so diverse, and represen t so 
m a n y  w a lk s  of life - 
a c a d e m ic s , c u l tu ra l ,  
p ro fe ss io n a l, a n d  from  a 
s tu d en t's  perspective- we are 
often able to find out about 
p e o p le  w h o  a re  u p  a n d  
com ing, or those th a t have 
b ee n  v e ry  su c c e ss fu l, or 
e v e n  th o s e  w h o  h a v e  
p e r fo rm e d  v e ry  w e ll a t
a n o th e r  location ,"  C haffin  
said.
They also m u st w ork  on a 
budget, w hich they cannot 
exceed. Som e su g g es tio n s  
m ade for particu lar acts or 
speakers have been  found to 
be too costly. If the h igh  price 
e v e n t  w e re  b o o k e d , th e  
num ber of p rog ram s offered 
w ould  decrease.
"The m ore p rog ram s we 
can  s c h e d u le , th e  b e t te r  
b a la n c e  w e h a v e , a n d  
hopefully  m ore people can 
partic ipate ," C haffin said.
Som e of th e  p ro g ra m s  
carry add itional benefits.
T he M a r th a  G ra h a m  
Dance Ensem ble spen t som e 
tim e  w ith  H P E R  m a jo rs  
in te r e s te d  in  d a n c e  a n d  
w e lln ess . T he g ro u p  also  
spoke to a high school theatre 
group, du rin g  their visit.
"I am  so p leased  th a t th is 
u n iv e r s i ty  is w i l l in g  to  
s p e n d  som e re so u rce s  to 
p ro v id e  p ro g ra m m in g  in
areas th a t are so educational 
an d  g ive an  ad v a n ta g e  to 
s tu d en ts  ," C haffin said.
N o t only  do s tu d en ts  gain 
n e w  in s ig h ts  in to  ea ch  
p ro g ram , b u t the speakers 
and  en te rta in ers  also  w alk  
a w a y  w ith  n e w  in s ig h ts , 
especially  those new  to this 
p a r t of the country .
"W e are develop ing  a very 
positive im age in the circle of 
p e rfo rm ers ,"  C haffin  said. 
"W hen the M artha  G raham  
E n se m b le  w a s  h e re ,  th e  
g ro u p  com m ented  on how  
great ou r staff w as to w ork  
w ith . They said  tha t w e w ere 
such  fr ien d ly , op en  p eo p le  
in th is p a r t of the co u n try . 
T h ey  h a d  n e v e r  b e e n  to  
O klahom a."
F o r th e  P a n o ra m a  
com m ittee, this im age is an 
ad d ed  b o nus that w ill aid 
them  in fu tu re  p lanning.
"T his w ill en h an ce  ou r 
p rog ram m ing  efforts dow n 
the road ,"  C haffin said.
Correction
In the June 17 issue of The Southwestern, a s tu d en t's  
quote was inadverten tly  a ttrib u ted  to an ad m in is tra to r 
on page 9 in the A rts and  E n terta inm ent section 's 
"Panoram a Sum m er Series 1995." W e apologize for the 
error.
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Sports Side
B y  R o b  S a lin a s
W hen Babe R uth  becam e the  first p rofessional ath lete to 
m ake m ore m oney  th an  the p residen t, he  rep lied , "I h ad  a 
be tte r year th an  h im ." M aybe so, b u t no w ad ay s the salaries 
even the m ost m ediocre of ath letes com m and is so ou trageous 
it boggles the m ind . N o t only that, b u t the en tire  m oney  th ing 
h as  certain ly  p laced  a h u g e  w ed g e  b etw een  the p rofessional 
ath lete  and  the average fan.
Baseball p layers are finally realizing that it's  no t the ow ners 
w ho  pay  th e ir exorb itan t salaries. Rather, it 's  the fan w h o 's  
p ay ing  m oney at the gate every  night. The ow ner is only a 
m iddle m an w ho takes his cut before passing along w hat's  left 
to the players. W ith attendance dow n by 23 percent all around 
the m ajor leagues, the players and  the ow ners have begun to 
realize that their "right" to earn five million a year and their 
eagerness to hold  the gam e hostage till that right is achieved, is 
killing the game. The greed has spilled over into other sports as 
well, m ost noticeably basketball. For the first time in the history 
of the NBA, the players are locked out w ith  a strike loom ing in 
the fu ture less their "rights" are met. M y favorite advocate for 
these rights is Knicks' center Patrick Ewing.
"The deal th a t w as on the table w a sn 't good enough. In m y 
opinion, the deal w as n o t in o u r best interest. I d o n 't th ink 
anybody can flourish  u n d e r th a t deal," Ew ing said.
I 'm  no t exactly su re how  good the deal has to be for Ew ing 
to "flourish ,"  since he  is schedu led  to be pa id  $18 m illion next 
season by  the Knicks. Surely then  $18 m illion d o esn 't go as far 
it d id . T hen again, n e ith e r does these ath le tes ' credibility.
I still w atch  sports, th ough  n o t w ith  as m uch  interest. 
C hildlike antics like those d isp layed  by Jeff T arango at 
W im bledon have  becom e too com m on to me. N ow adays I 
p refer try ing  to settle the d em an d s from  m y son 's  teeball 
team . A fter every  gam e they  d em an d  e ither a foun tain  d rink  
or a snow  cone. T hat I can deal w ith.
Basketball from page 1
C onnie Jones said.
W h e n  a s k e d  w h a t  
s p e c if ic a l ly  w a s  t u r n e d  
a ro u n d  in  th e  n e w sp a p e r  
re p o r ts ,  Jo n es  s a id , " th e  
cause  of d ea th ."  H e th en  
sa id , "I c a n 't  ta lk  a b o u t it 
r ig h t n o w ,"  an d  h u n g  up.
P e rs o n n e l a t th e  Daily 
Oklahoman, w h ich  ra n  one
of the  stories, and  the State 
M ed ica l E x am in e r 's  office 
c o u ld  n o t b e  re ach e d  for 
com m ent.
Earlier in the conversation 
C onn ie  Jones sa id  h is son 
n e v e r  h a d  a n y  s e r io u s  
m edical condition and  passed 
his physical exam ination with 
no problem .
Take Notice
The 2nd Annual Alumni Golf Classic is scheduled 
for Saturday, Aug. 19, at the Silverhorn Golf Club 
in Oklahoma City. The event, a four-person 
scramble, will start at 12:30 p.m. Prizes will be 
awarded for 1st-3rd places, as well as other events. 
The cost is $60 per person and all Southwestern 
alumni are invited to attend. For registration or 
additional information, call (405) 774-3267.
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Weight room to re-open next week
Intramural department seeks student input
B y  R o b  S a lin a s /  S p o rts  E d ito r
The intram ural departm ent 
is open to suggestions from 
students concerning sum m er 
and fall activities, according 
to director Nelson Perkins.
Due to low studen t interest 
the scheduled  2-on-2 sand 
volleyball to u rn am en t and 
th e  3 -o n -3  b a s k e tb a l l  
to u rn am en t sch ed u led  for 
th is  m o n th  h a v e  b een  
postponed.
A lso , th e  p la n s  fo r a 
school sp o n so red  sum m er 
so ftb a ll  te a m  h a v e  b een  
scrap p ed  as on ly  2 people 
e x p r e s s e d  in t e r e s t  in
partic ipa ting .
P e rk in s  sa id  th e
departm ent is a ttem pting  to 
re s c h e d u le  th e  tw o
tournam ents, bu t they w ould 
like som e additional input 
from  the students as to w hat 
a c tiv it ie s  s tu d e n ts  a re  
interested in.
As for curren t events, one 
h u n d red -p lu s  people have 
reportedly  show n up  every 
day at the sw im m ing pool.
Also the 'lan d ' and w ater 
aerobics classes have been 
relatively full, according to 
Perkins.
O ne of the activ ities the 
d ep a rtm en t is looking into
is  a s c h o o l-w id e  p o o l  
to u rn a m e n t .  A n y o n e  
in te re sted  in  p a rtic ip a tin g  
or o ffering  su g g estio n s is 
encouraged  to call Perk ins 
at 774-3187.
Also from the departm ent, 
the w eight room  is tentatively 
scheduled  to re-open nex t 
M onday.
The w e ig h t room , often 
reg ard ed  as being  su b -p a r 
in the OIC conference, has 
been  u n d erg o in g  a face lift 
for the p ast m onth .
The room  received  a new  
p ain t job and  is su p p o sed  
to be re -ca rpeted  this week. 
A delay  in the ca rp e tin g  has
b een  ca u s in g  the  b ig g es t 
p ro b lem s of the renovation . 
F irst off, the su p p lie r  w as 
o u t of the d es ired  ca rp e t, so 
the com p an y  w as forced to 
m an u fac tu re  it.
S eco n d ly , th e  g lu e  
underneath the old carpet has 
h a d  to be  sc ra p p e d  off 
m anually and has proven to 
be v e ry  tim e -co n su m in g , 
Perkins said.
W hen the room  does open 
it will also be sporting $5,000 
w orth of new equipm ent.
The football team  received 
a grant and has set aside that 
m uch money to upgrade their 
facilities.

